
 
 

 
Genoa's new spring 
 
 
Genoa presents itself at the ITB in Berlin with a new look, with awards, 
anniversaries and new events on the horizon, consolidating its leading role in 
the international tourism scene thanks to a renewed hospitality strategy and a 
rich experiential and cultural offering.  
2026 begins with some big announcements: The New York Times crowns it as 
the only major Italian city among the destinations not to be missed, and the 
prestigious Visit Italy portal awards it the “Luminous Destination” prize, as a 
destination that shines in terms of identity and sustainability. 
 
 
At the heart of the 2026 events programme is the major exhibition “Van Dyck 
l'Europeo” (Van Dyck the European), coming to the Palazzo Ducale from 20 March 
to 19 July, together with the celebrations for the 20th anniversary of the UNESCO 
listing of the Palazzi dei Rolli. A major event is scheduled for the summer: Genoa will 
host the UlisseFest - Lonely Planet's travel festival - for the first time, from Friday 10 
to Sunday 12 July, becoming a meeting point for travellers, bloggers, journalists and 
photographers. 
 
The Berlin stop is part of a long international promotional tour that Genoa has been 
undertaking for the past eight months. From New York to Paris, via Madrid and 
London. The conference, entitled “Journey through the wonders of Genoa” in the 
Italia space, focuses on a narrative of Genoa that is far from clichés: a city that is 
changing in the eyes of the world, from its new outdoor look to the recovery of the 
identity of its historic shops, valued as living places, an integral part of a commercial 
and human fabric, which are transformed into an immersive experience. A Genoa 
that, despite its verticality, has been able to make daily public transport a model of 
zero-impact and barrier-free discovery; it is no coincidence that it has been chosen 
as the venue for the next ENAT (European Network for Accessible Tourism) 
Convention on 18 June. 
 
The Councillor for Tourism, Beghin, emphasised how this new narrative of the city, 
which speaks to the hearts of travellers, is bringing great results: 'We present a city 
that is not just a destination, but an integrated cultural experience. The data proves 
us right: the consolidation of a +27.6% increase in visitors during the Christmas 
period and prestigious international awards confirm that we are on the right track. 
Ours is the “Genoa method”, based on authentic relationships and high-profile 
content. We don't stop at promotion: our goal is to transform the enchantment of 
those who discover Genoa into structured itineraries, competitive tourist packages 
and hospitality that truly makes people fall in love." 
 



 
 

Attention is also focused on cultural offerings, particularly the Palazzi dei Rolli (the 
sumptuous residences that the Republic of Genoa, lacking a royal palace, used to 
host visiting dignitaries and monarchs through a lottery system). The programme of 
events for the 20th anniversary of the Rolli will be extensive:    
From 27 to 29 March: “The Golden Age”. A journey through the century when Genoa 
was the bank of Europe. Forty-two palaces will open their doors, with the first ever 
viewing of private noble floors in Via Balbi and Via Garibaldi. 
  
From 16 to 18 October: “The Rolli of the Countryside”. An unprecedented insight into 
the suburban villas that, from Sampierdarena to Pegli, constituted the extension of 
noble prestige into the countryside. 
  
Genoa State Archives: To mark its twentieth anniversary, the exhibition “Reception 
in Genoa and the Rolli system” will be inaugurated. On display are the famous lists 
and the nine Libri Cerimoniarum, manuscripts documenting official receptions and 
rituals of the Republic between 1588 and 1797. On display from 5 February to 3 April 
2026. 
 
Excitement is growing for Van Dyck's “return” to Genoa: the Palazzo Ducale will 
recount the rise of Rubens' young pupil by exhibiting 60 masterpieces, including the 
artist's first self-portrait and the monumental portraits of the Spinola and Pallavicino 
families, from world-famous art temples such as the Louvre and the Prado. The 
exhibition traces the career of an artist who defined the aesthetics of the European 
elite from his privileged vantage point in the palaces of Genoa. 
 
The new ‘spring’ also passes through the city parks. Don't miss a visit to Villa Durazzo 
Pallavicini Park, a masterpiece of European romantic gardens, which is opening its 
historic camellia garden, officially recognised as one of the most important in Europe 
and the oldest in Italy. It will be open every weekend from 21 February until the end 
of March. 
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