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For Immediate Release

Berlin: Puglia at I'TB 2026 with 20 Regional Tourism Industry Enterprises

From 3 to 5 March, ITB Berlin will host the Puglia stand presenting the Region’s 2026
tourism portfolio to the international travel trade

Berlin, February 234 — Now in its 60 edition, ITB — Internationale Tourismus Bérse Berlin is one of
the most prestigious global platforms for experiential and sustainable tourism. The Regione Puglia
will attend with a destination stand curated by Pugliapromozione, featuring 15 workstations for 20
Apulian tourism companies, including tour operators and quality accommodation providers.

Puglia has participated to I'TB since 201 1—an investment that has proven effective in both increasing
and upgrading German visitor flows. The 80 sqm stand will be located at the ENIT Italy Pavilion,
where the 20 participating companies will connect with international buyers through pre-scheduled
B2B meetings via the ITB Navigator platform.

The Region’s commitment at I'TB Berlin 2026 is boosted by the promotion of Caminos as a lever for
sustainable development and the enhancement of inland areas. In this context, two new English-
language guidebooks dedicated to the “Cammini di Puglia™ will be presented in Berlin. Designed for
discovery-driven tourists, the guides reflect a growing focus on slow and authentic tourism,
supporting off-season travels, diversification, and the international positioning of the regional offer.

“When a region surpasses 22 million overnight stays and records a 25% increase in international
demand, it is clear that the strategic direction is delivering results,” states Graziamaria Starace,
Regional Councilor for Tourism and Promotion. “Germany — now Puglia’s second inbound market —
represents a strong endorsement of the work carried out. At ITB we present a Puglia that has reached
a new level of brand maturity: less focused on peak volumes, more on territorial balance; less on
place consumption, more on value creation. This is the same vision we reaffirmed at BIT 2026:
quality of the offer, centrality of inland areas, and support for enterprises investing in sustainability
and identity. It is on this dual axis — internationalization and local rootedness — that we aim to
strengthen our European presence. a responsible tourism model capable of engaging global markets
while remaining deeply connected to local communities.”

In 2025, Germany ranked second — after France — with 1.1 million overnight stays in Puglia, marking
a 12% increase compared to 2024. Among other German-speaking markets, Switzerland ranked sixth

ARET PUGLIAPROMOZIONE Fiera del Levante, PAD 172 Uffici Amministrativi

Direzione Generale Lungomare Starita, 70122 Bari Piazza Aldo Moro 33/A, 70122 Bari
aret.regione.puglia.it Tel. +39 080 582141 Tel/Fax +39 080 5242361
direzione.generale@aret.regione.puglia.it Fax +39 080 5821429 C.F. 93402500727

H weArenPUGLIA




é
5% )

%

PROMOZIONE

Agenzia Regionale del Turismo

with 485,000 overnight stays (+8% vs. 2024), while Austria recorded particularly strong growth,
reaching 220,000 overnight stays (+38% year-on-year).

“The German traveler has always shown a strong preference for Puglia, driven by historical ties,
high-quality hospitality and a deep emotional connection,” declares Luca Scandale, Commissioner of
Pugliapromozione. “The Region’s participation in the Berlin trade fair is a strategic action to present
our tourism offer in a market that in 2025 grew by more than 10% and exceeded one million
overnight stays. Puglia’s 15-year presence at ITB reflects the strong mutual attention between
regional operators and German partners, as well as our ongoing collaboration with ENIT to position
the most innovative ltalian regions on international markets.”

On Tuesday 3 March, at the close of ITB’s opening day, Puglia — together with the other regions in
the Italy Pavilion — will take part in CIAO BERLIN!, a networking event organized by the Italian
Embassy in Berlin to celebrate Italian excellence, foster international dialogue and promote new
opportunities for cooperation.
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