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Sicily beyond the coast:
on the smaller islands, the Mediterranean becomes an
experience

From the Aeolian Islands to the Egadi Islands, from the Pelagie Islands to Ustica and Pantelleria: each island
offers a different way to experience the Mediterranean, from slow tourism and diving to natural wellness,
maritime culture and exceptional
hospitality.

Palermo, June 2026 - There is a Sicily that begins where the coastline recedes and the mainland meets the horizon.
This is the realm of the smaller islands: rocky outcrops, sun-drenched landscapes and historical sites that are all
unique, yet united by a deep-rooted Mediterranean heritage. From active volcanoes and fishing villages to seabeds of
rare complexity and heroic vineyards, not to mention unspoilt nature reserves, each island is a complete universe
capable of appealing to a specific type of traveller. For the new season, the Department of Tourism is launching a guide
based on experiences rather than beaches.

The energy of the land and the sea: hiking, volcanology and underwater archaeology
On volcanic islands, the journey moves away from the comfortable stillness of a deckchair and becomes a primal
exploration of a landscape shaped by ongoing volcanic activity.

Lipari

As the capital of the Aeolian archipelago, Lipari serves as the gateway and focal point. With its Norman castle,
volcanological museums and narrow streets in the historic centre, it is the cultural compass against which everything
else is measured, blending millennia of history with the archipelago’s geology.

Stromboli

The volcano that the Aeolians call “Iddu” has been erupting regularly for centuries. Guided excursions to the crater take
place at sunset or at night, when the Sciara del Fuoco illuminates the darkness with a mesmerising orange glow. The
black lava sand beaches and the silence between eruptions remind us that adventure is an ongoing encounter with the
unexpected.

Vulcano

Here, wellness is a geological legacy predating spas by millennia. The fumaroles, underwater thermal springs and
sulphurous mud offer natural rejuvenation. Climbing to the crater or walking the trails of Vulcanello and Capo Grillo
brings you into direct contact with this mineral-rich, living environment.

Ustica

Ustica's seabed is a living museum and the first Marine Protected Area to be established in Italy. This volcanic island
offers divers and snorkellers a labyrinth of caves, walls, and underwater archaeological sites in crystal-clear waters. On
land, scenic trails and sunsets over the islet of Colombara provide the perfect finishing touch to an experience rooted in
stone and exploration.

The slow rhythm of the land: signature cuisine and Mediterranean heritage
A way of travelling that measures the quality of time in flavours to be remembered, conversations with local producers
and lingering stops to take in the rural scenery.

Salina
This is an island where you can eat your way through, with a landscape and cuisine that reflect the same identity.
Malvasia wine is produced in terraced vineyards overlooking the sea; Pollara capers are part of the Slow Food



Presidium initiative; and the pani cunzatu from Lingua is a culinary ritual. A walk towards the Fossa delle Felci or a stop
in Pollara provides the perfect finishing touch to a refined and measured sensory experience.

Favignana

In the Egadi Islands, Favignana reimagines slow tourism with pedal power. This flat island, formed from yellow tuff, is
perfect for exploring by bike amongst the old open-air quarries and iconic coves, such as Cala Rossa and Cala Azzurra.
The former Florio factory, which is linked to tuna fishing, is now an extraordinary museum where the ritual of the
tonnara is presented as an anthropological and industrial narrative.

The luxury of disconnecting and experiencing the wilderness in its purest form
Escape the clamour of the world by immersing yourself in profound silence and untamed nature, far from the coast.

Alicudi

There are no roads or cars here, nor any nightlife or reliable mobile signal. Instead, it has stone stairways, donkeys and
a deep blue sea. A “digital detox” is an inevitable consequence of visiting this island. The silence is palpable and ideal
for those who wish to reconnect with a more primitive way of life.

Filicudi

Filicudi shares Alicudi’s wild spirit, with its fishing villages and paths climbing towards the Fossa delle Felci. Its unspoilt
seabed is home to the Torre della Borgia and spectacular sea caves. Geographical isolation makes this an oasis of
tranquillity where the ancient prehistoric settlement of Capo Graziano stands in harmony with a geologically intact sea
beloved by divers from all over the world.

Levanzo

Levanzo, the smallest of the Egadi Islands, has some of the oldest and most important prehistoric rock paintings in the
Mediterranean in its caves, such as those in the Grotta del Genovese. Far from mass tourism, Levanzo is a sanctuary of
silence, with a handful of white houses clustered around the harbour. The absence of cars allows visitors to rediscover
the pleasure of a leisurely stroll along paths scented with Mediterranean scrub.

Marettimo

The wildest and most distant of the islands, Marettimo is a veritable Dolomite mountain rising from the sea. This
unspoilt paradise is perfect for sailors, hikers and divers alike, boasting an exceptional network of sea caves and some
of the most pristine, protected seabeds in the Strait of Sicily. The absence of roads and the majesty of its peaks make it
the perfect island for total disconnection, where the silence is broken only by the wind and the waves.

Shrines of protected biodiversity and responsible tourism
These islands have become a model for environmental conservation and respect for the rhythms dictated by nature,
appealing to the discerning traveller.

Lampedusa

Environmental protection is a priority in the Pelagie Islands. Access to the Isola dei Conigli (Rabbit Island), which is
located within the Nature Reserve, is restricted and advance bookings are required in order to protect the nesting site of
the loggerhead sea turtle (Caretta caretta) every summer. Lampedusa is therefore a true showcase for responsible
tourism.

Linosa

Linosa is more secluded and surprising, and is the volcanic heart of the Pelagie Islands. Characterised by ancient
craters, dark cliffs, and endemic flora, the island is home to one of the most significant populations of greater
shearwaters in the Mediterranean, as well as being a vital nesting site for loggerhead sea turtles. The expansion of
conservation measures has established the island as a premier destination for nature walks, where traditional
agriculture and the protection of marine wildlife come together to provide an unforgettable ecological travel experience.

The exclusivity of identity: architecture, design and understated luxury
These are destinations that exude elegance not through ostentation, but by weaving it into their history, centuries-old
traditions and vernacular architecture.

Panarea

Exclusivity is the name of the game here, something that major tourist destinations struggle to match. The smallest of
the inhabited Aeolian Islands, it exudes elegance through its white architecture, terraces filled with flowers and stunning
coves such as Cala Junco. It offers a combination of yachting and exceptional hospitality, and its seabed conceals
underwater fumaroles and the wreck of a British merchant ship.

Pantelleria

An island sculpted by the wind with no sandy beaches, Pantelleria is rich in jagged coves, lava-stone dammusi and
thermal mud at Specchio di Venere. The bush-trained vine (a UNESCO World Heritage Site) withstands the mistral wind
to produce Zibibbo and Passito wines. Pantelleria embodies essential luxury: its stone houses and gardens are



millennia-old responses to drought that today we call design. They are ideal for discerning travellers seeking nothing
more than wind, stone, vines and sea.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: visitsicily.info - geoportale.osservatorioturistico.regione.sicilia.it
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